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A Close Look at Mobile Macro 

Photography 
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It’s time to get close, really close to your 

subject. Whether it be a friend or flower, a bug 

or bubbles — no matter what the subject, you 

and your smartphone camera can capture the 

smallest details for a unique view that’s rarely 

seen by the human eye. 

Lose your preconceptions, and your DSLR, 

and see how great macro on mobile can be. 

(The images in this article were all shot on 

iPhone by guest photographer Jenna 

Echakowitz.) 

What is Macro photography? 
Simply put, macro photography is extreme 

close-up photography, oftentimes of very 

small subjects, in which the size of that 

subject in the photograph is equal to or greater 

than life size. Think of capturing all the small 

details of any subject, even your own skin, 

zoomed-in and super close. 

“When you get up close and personal to 

something — whether it be still-life or plant-

life — you start to notice things about it that 

you wouldn’t have ordinarily seen from a 

distance,” Jenna said. “Things are much more 

complex and interesting when you get right up 

to them.” 

Get Close 
First of all, let’s distinguish the difference 

between close-up photography and macro 

photography using your mobile device — 

because before you shoot macro photos, 

you’re going to warm up with some close-up pictures. 
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Close-ups are merely getting as close as you can to your subject 

without using any sort of attachment or app to assist with getting a 

quality, detailed image. This distance is typically about three or four 

inches away from your subject. Any closer and you’re going to see a 

blurry subject. 

Let’s say you’re taking a close-up picture of a flower. You want to 

capture the detail, but if you get too close, like about an inch away, 

you’re going to notice that the flower looks blurry. Pull back until 

you are three or four inches away from the flower and you will 

notice a remarkable difference. It’s in focus. At that point, tap/press on the screen to lock-in the 

focus, then tap the shutter button and you have a great looking image. 

Get Some Gear 
If you’re going to take macro images, there is no way around 

adding a third-party attachment lens or using an app to get really 

close. The iPhone, for instance, doesn’t come with a macro 

setting in its native camera, so you will have to download an app 

that has that macro feature built in, or a third-party attachment 

lens that safely slips on over top of your smartphone. Typically, 

an app costs far less and accomplishes the same thing, but again, 

it’s up to you. 

Focus 
One important aspect of macro photography is focus. In auto mode, your camera doesn’t 

know where you want it to focus. It’s a smartphone, but it’s not that smart (yet). So just tap and 

hold to lock your focus where you want it before taking the picture. 

 

Lighting 
Look for soft, natural light when you are taking a macro 

image.  

Also, the closer you get to your subject, the more light your 

camera is going to need, so think in terms of more light when 

you’re shooting in macro mode. As long as you are tapping on 

your screen to lock-in your focus, simply swipe up on the screen 

to increase your exposure. 

Go Macro 

Go ahead, practice and get hooked on macro photography. It can be very addicting, especially 

when you are making new discoveries with each and every shot — finding those details you 

might not have known existed before or perhaps it’s just a cool new way of looking at 

something. “I find that the only real limit to macro photography is your imagination,” Jenna 

concluded.      Written by: David Kindervater of iPhonePhotoLab.com. 
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